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Ranked the best ‘new 
university’ for Languages in 
the Guardian League Table 

2015 and third overall in the UK for 
Languages in the Guardian League 
Table in 2012, like many languages 
teachers today the Modern Languages 
team at Northumbria University is 
constantly responding to the need 
to update materials and integrate 
new technologies into teaching and 
ultimately reinvent themselves! 

New multimedia Sanako Study 
1200 software was installed at 
Northumbria in September 2014.  
Although it would not be unfair to 
say that academic staff in the Modern 
Languages team experienced more 
than a little trepidation at the prospect 
of coping with the new software at 
the beginning of the new academic 
year, the majority have responded 
well to this challenge.  Comments 
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from the team (even the Luddites!) 
have been very positive and staff 
have remarked on how user-friendly 
and intuitive the new software is.

At Northumbria the multimedia 
facilities are not only used for 
listening comprehension, but 
also for a wide range of activities, 
including dubbing and sub-titling.  
The facilities enhance the learning 
experience of students on a wide 
range of languages courses and 
they can also be used by students to 
engage in independent learning.  

The team has also innovatively used 
the facilities to deliver ESAP (English 
for Specific Academic Purposes) 
courses to international students.  
Modern Languages undergraduate 
students follow a well-structured, 
student-centred syllabus to ensure 
they develop advanced listening 

comprehension skills in French 
and Spanish and enhance their oral 
fluency and proficiency in written 
skills.  Furthermore, they also 
develop high level interpreting 
skills in French and Spanish with this 
software, just one of the skills which 
have been said to give them the edge 
when competing on today’s global job 
market. The Sanako software enables 
students to enjoy actively engaging 
in paired activities or with randomly 
selected partners in final year 
interpreting seminars, which prepare 
students for future careers in this field 
or postgraduate studies.  

The use of the Sanako Language 
System allows pupils to work more 
independently which is a main focus 
of current teaching trends.  Pupils 
will have the opportunity to do both 
self and peer oral assessment without 
the distractions of background noise, 
again allowing them to improve their 
own standards within languages and 
take responsibility for doing so.

Academic staff in the Modern 
Languages team are very grateful 
for the in-house, bespoke training 
sessions provided by Sanako staff 
after the installation and in further 
training sessions.

By Ann Marie Condron , Programme Leader BA (Hons) French & Spanish, Northumbria University

Northumbria Students Engaged in Role Play Activity

Student Recorder & Interpreter software

www.sanako.co.uk


OUP English for Life Series
Interactive speaking, listening and reading 
activities with integral assessment including 
live tutor support and interaction 

Examination Mode
Tutor controlled public examination routines 
by automatically locking down the computer 
and restricted student access to selected files. 

Sanako Everyday English Content Series
Interactive speaking, listening and reading 
activities with integral assessment including 
live tutor support and interaction 

Tutor Controlled Playlists
Multiple tutors can set up student playlists 
from anywhere, thus allowing lesson plans 
to automatically appear as soon as a student 
logs in to the system. 

Plus many more activities
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The Teaching & Learning of Modern 
Foreign Languages is seen as a 

vital skill for the future employability 
of young people by the Local 
Education Authority on Guernsey.  So 
much so that a recent major investment 
to develop “FLIP” based learning 
brought island wide digital language 
teaching and learning to the island.

In the summer of 2014 Sanako 
responded to an identified need on 
Guernsey which was to update the 
digital language teaching systems on 
the island to the very latest, software 
based, interactive language learning 
laboratories. This represented a major 
change from existing restrictive 
hardware based systems fixed in 
dedicated classrooms.

Working in partnership with the 
Guernsey Education Department and 
the MFL teaching staff a specification 
was drawn up to enable “FLIP” based 
island wide language learning using 
the popular & versatile Study 1200 
language laboratory system. This 
advanced system can work on any PC 
suite in school, and even be split across 
multiple rooms. Guernsey Grammar 
School was established as a lead school, 
and supported by Sanako, to develop 
good practice for the island and create 
interactive audio/video exercises and 
shared lesson plans for all schools if 
needed. 

Using the very latest text to speech 
technology, teachers & students 
alike will benefit from the very latest 
Sanako Pronounce system, an intuitive 
software package which allows students 
to listen to an audio file (created by 
copy & pasting text from any source) 
with subtitles and of course phonetics. 
The student repeats the phrase and 
the advanced software evaluates the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and 
marks them accordingly. Playback 
speed and difficulty level can be varied 
to suit the specific user.

FROM A TEAChER’S PERSPECTIvE

The introduction of these new systems 
has tremendously improved student 
impact in the classroom.  Students are 
fully engaged even with the more basic 
speaking & listening exercises with the 
voice graph reinforcing areas of speech 
which should be emphasised. Even 
when engaged in role play activities all 
student recordings are automatically 
collected back to an area of our choice 
allowing assessment to take place 
at a time of our choosing. For this 
assessment we use the automatic voice 
insert facility which saves us countless 
hours of typing, assessed files can be 
saved back to our VLE for students to 
access from anywhere.

We are still learning many of the new 
functions but all staff really enjoy the 
classroom management activities to 
keep students on task, after all which 
MFL Tutor would not appreciate the 
ability to disable “Google Translate” 
and other such web pages denying 
them to students learning a language. 
We also have the option of downloading 
freely available content from The 
LanguagePoint, a free to use repository 
for files from other Sanako users from 
all over the world. We are still learning 
& are ready for our first staff training 
session but the remote playlist and  
examination modes look extremely 
interesting

Sanako Study 1200 installed in all Guernsey Schools

Introducing Sanako Study English EFL & TESOL : Multi Media Language Centre

Sanako is pleased to announce the 
launch of our new interactive software 
language laboratory Study English 
designed specifically for the teaching 
and learning of English as a foreign or 

other language. Working closely with 
our partner, Oxford University Press, 
and based upon their extremely popular 
English for Life Series of work books, 
Working with Sanako this popular 
series of course books was developed 
into an interactive multimedia package 
designed to fully integrate with Sanako 
Study English delivering an engaging 
and stimulating experience for the 
student and tutor.

When combined Study English and 
English for Life enables students to 
work through the interactive course 
book completing pre-prepared 
exercises with automatic assessment of 
completed student work. The tutor is 
always on hand to monitor, intervene 
and support multiple students as 
required.



A ready-made English language 
laboratory, based upon our extremely 
popular Study range of products, this 
“turn on & teach” system combines 
the best of both worlds.







Sanako Study 1200  @ Guernsey Grammar School

Sanako Study 1200  @ St Sampson’s High School
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In recent months I’ve been reading 
a lot more about flipped learning – 

an approach in which students learn 
and prepare for their lessons at home, 
through for example pre-recorded 
video lectures or explanations. During 
class, teachers can then use their time to 
engage with students, helping them to 
apply their knowledge through active 
learning such as practical work and 
problem solving.

Teachers can aid students when and 
where it is needed therefore making 
the most of one-to-one interaction time 
available with the students in class.
Research suggests that benefits of 
flipped learning include; improvement 
in student performance, students 
feeling more engaged and empowered 
to take on more ownership for their 
learning and greater flexibility for 
students as they can repeat the lessons 
to  understand the content in order to 
prepare fully for class.

Flipped based learning therefore seems 
very suitable for language teaching 
and learning, where so much progress 
depends on the students themselves 

practising their speaking and listening 
in a target language but where so often 
the teacher is a necessary support in 
these activities.

For a flipped based language lesson, 
you could prepare an explanation for 
a topic such as the future tense. Then, 
when your students come into class, 
they could be put in pairs using the 
Study 1200 language lab and practice 
their speaking with the future tense. 
The language lab is really useful here as 
you can easily listen with headphones 
to any of the conversations and 
intervene if necessary. The lab therefore 
allows each student to demonstrate 
their understanding without the need 
for each person to speak individually in 
front of the class.

By recording the conversations with 
a click of the mouse, the language lab 
gives the students freedom to practice 
and allows you to monitor them all with 
ease.
 
A lot of us have probably already 
implemented this type of learning plan 
without even realising it!

practice their pronunciation and accent 
skills and be assessed against an 
authentic original voice via an accuracy 
meter.

The LRC also facilitates taught-course 
support and currently operates five 
Sanako Lab 300 laboratories providing 
up-to 5,700 at PC hours per week. All 
materials used in the labs can be saved 
to a dedicated drive that the students 
may then access in the LRC for revision 
and self-study.  The LRC is in the 
process of up-grading to the Sanako 
Study 1200 system in preparation for 
the increase of demand caused by the 
expanding University Wide Language 
Provision. 

The Language Zone, located in the 
prestigious Parkinson Building of 

Leeds University, the Leeds Language 
Centre re-opened for language learners 
on 6th October 2014 following a 
major refurbishment, with a formal 
ceremony on October 20th attended 
by the Vice-Chancellor. The main aims 
of the refurbishment were to make the 
resources openly accessible to all users, 
to increase the social space for easier 

Newcastle University recently 
invested close to half a million 

pounds in the Language Resource 
Centre. This investment emphasises the 
University’s commitment to language 
learning and the recognition of its 
importance in the employability assets 
for students. The LRC is housed in the 
prestigious King’s Reading room of the 
Old Library Building. 

Sanako Study Lite is installed on all 
ninety PCs in the LRC facilitating 
individual recording practice, voice 
insert and simultaneous & consecutive 
interpreting practice. 

The very latest Sanako Pronounce 
system is due to be deployed early in 
2015 enabling students to individually 

Renovation and Innovation at University Language Centres

Flipped Learning in your language lessons

By Marie O'Sullivan, The LanguagePoint 

social interaction and to generally 
lighten the space and make it more 
inviting.

This state of the art facility boasts a 
large collection of print materials and 
DVDs, there are 36 PCs dedicated to 
enhancing language learning, booths 
for private recording and a comfortable 
seating area for conversation among 
learners and with teaching and support 
staff in a relaxed environment. 

The Language Zone will also soon be 
complemented by the latest Sanako 
Study 1200 range of language labs 
allowing the students to move 
seamlessly between lesson and 
Language Zone. 

Small group study cubicles inside the LRC
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Sanako Study v. 8.00

From the perspective of language 
learners and teachers, Study v. 8.0 
will include several new features and 
enhancements that will expand the 
learning experience. The new Phone 
Conversation activity has been much 
requested and is a familiar activity 
to many language teachers. Phone 
Conversation will allow students 
to “call” each other, which allows 
for a wide range of real-life based 
conversation exercises. 

The second new activity in Study v. 8.0 
integrates the well-liked Pronounce 
tool with the Study classroom. The 

Pronounce activity allows teachers to 
convert any text into a pronunciation 
exercise that can be launched directly 
to students. At the student end, a 
separate window will open where they 
can proceed with the pronunciation 
exercise. The Pronounce activity 
employs all the speech recognition and 
pronunciation analysis tools in Sanako 
Pronounce to produce objective results 
of student performance. Additionally, 
teachers are able to collect student work 
and a report of student scores. 

Pronounce Classroom 

We are excited to announce the release 
of a new product, Sanako Pronounce 
Classroom. 

Pronounce Classroom combines 
the pronunciation tools of Sanako 
Pronounce with automatic 
management, evaluation and collection 
features for the teacher. 
The system includes a new Pronounce 
Manager application that allows 
teachers to manage exercises, view 
students’ progress and performance and 
collect student work. 

Silverdale School Winners

To celebrate the launch of the new 
Sanako UK website, we held a 
competition to win a Study 700 
language lab! We are delighted to 
announce the winners are Silverdale 
School in Sheffield, UK. As part of 
the prize, Silverdale school received 
a 31 position Study 700 language lab, 
installation, training and Sanako 
professional headsets. Congratulations 
Silverdale School!

26th February  – Technology in 
Language Teaching Show (TILT), 
Tonbridge School, Kent

We are very excited to bring the 
Sanako TILT show to Kent, hosted by 
Tonbridge School. The fantastic facilities 
of Tonbridge School make it a centre 
of excellence for language learning 
and we are delighted to announce that 
Jocelyn Wyburd, Language Director 
at Cambridge University will be 
delivering the Key Note presentation on 
‘Languages at University and beyond – 
myths, realities and opportunities’.
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20th and 21st   March 2015 – ALL 
Language World, Newcastle University 

The annual ALL conference is back and 
this year it is being held at Newcastle 
University. A brilliant two days of CPD, 
exhibition and gala dinner celebrating 
the silver anniversary of ALL. 

To be kept updated check www.sanako.co.uk or email sylvie.hall@sanako.com
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6th March 2015 - Area 8 Conference, 
Ampleforth College York 
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